1.  ELIGIBILITY
1.1
The following (eligibility) rules shall apply to the two elimination meets and the three individual meets that are normally held each year.  For intercouncil sanctioned or sponsored meets like the U.S.A. Nationals or P.C.C., their rules will prevail.

1.2
All competitors must possess a valid California State Fishing License.

1.3
Divers must be members of Cen-Cal.

1.4
All competitors must be a member of the Underwater Society of America.

1.5
All competitors must be sixteen years of age or older.

1.6
All competitors under the age of eighteen (18) must submit a waiver of responsibility and a note of parental consent signed by the parent or legal guardian.  These forms must be presented to the registration official during registration on the day of the competition or may be sent to the official prior to the competition.

1.7
Anyone who comes under the definition of non-amateur as outlined by the Underwater Society of America competition rules will not be allowed to compete.

1.8
Registration fees will be twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per person per meet.  Five of the $20 will go to the Cen-Cal spearfishing committee.

2.  INDIVIDUAL MEETS

2.1
It is not mandatory that competitors declare a club affiliation when diving in the individual meets.  A competitor may dive as an "independent".

2.2
"A" Division



2.2.1
Any "A" diver who came in first, second, or third individually in any meet 


in the previous year.



2.2.2   Any "B" diver who came in first individually in any meet in the previous 



year.



2.2.3
"A" Diver of the Year and "B" Diver of the Year from the previous year.



2.2.4
Any diver who has won a first, second, or third place individual or team 



trophy in National competition.



2.2.5
Any diver who wishes to compete in the "A" division.

2.3 
"B" Division

2.3.1
Any diver who has ever come in first individually in "C" division in a Cen-Cal sanctioned meet or won the the "C" Diver of the Year award.



2.3.2
Any "C" or Women’s diver wishing to compete in the "B" division.

2.4
"C" Division



2.4.1
Any competitor not under the definition of an "A" or "B" diver.



2.4.2
Any woman diver wishing to compete in the "C" division.

2.5
Women's Division



2.5.1
Any woman diver.
2.6
Species Division



2.6.1
Any woman or man diver who has not competed in “A” Division in two or

more back to back tournament seasons.
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3.  TEAM MEETS

3.1
Each club must, if entering more than one team in a division, number the teams #1, #2, etc.

3.2
The first team meet in which a diver participates shall establish his/her club and team affiliation for the year in which the meet occurs.  All divers on a team must be members of the club they represent 30 days prior to the meet.

3.3
"A" Division



3.3.1
Open to any Cen-Cal team that wishes to compete in this division.  A 



"team" may be composed of one, two, or three divers.

3.4
"B" Division



3.4.1
Open to "B", "C", and Women’s division divers.  A "team" may be 



composed of one, two, or three divers.



3.4.2
A "B" team may have a single "A" division diver who does not  fall under 



rule 2.2.4.

3.5
"C" Division



3.5.1
Open to "C" and Women’s division divers only.  A "team" may be 




composed of  one or two divers.

3.6
Women's Division



3.6.1
Open to any women that wish to compete in this division.  A "team" may 



be composed of one or two divers.

4.  SPECIAL CLASSIFICATION PROBLEMS

Special cases and individual problems may be considered and ruled upon by the Competition Committee.  This committee will determine the classification of divers who have competed in non Cen-Cal sanctioned spearfishing tournaments.  In this case, the Committee would consist of the following:  Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, and Eligibility Chairperson.  A concurrence of three votes is required to rule on a question.  The Committee may not change the rules.  They may rule on questions not covered by the rules or where the rules need clarification.

5.  SPEAR GUNS

5.1
All spear guns, including pole spears, must be loaded by muscle power.

5.2
No detonating heads, power heads or free spears may be used.

5.3
Spearguns must always be loaded in the water and unloaded before leaving the water (that includes getting on your board).

6.  OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT

Optional equipment may include the following:  mask, snorkel, knife, rubber suit, weight belt, standard clothing, inflation type life preserver (to be used for life saving purposes only), watch, emergency signal flare/smoke, floating gun line, temporary marker buoys, GPS/Loran positioning equipment, etc.
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7.  MISCELLANEOUS RULES

7.1
There shall be no chumming, use of alcohol, or rough play.  Chumming shall include willfully breaking the bottom, removal or damaging any shellfish or fin fish in order to attract other fish.

7.2
Divers may assist their respective team members, but may not assist divers of another team (except in case of emergency).  Assisting or receiving assistance from another diver would include the following:  sending signals, lending equipment, and resting on another diver's float.

7.3
No artificial breathing apparatus may be used.

7.4
There will be no commercialism by any competitor or club at any meet.

8.  WATERCRAFT
Paddleboard, or float, propulsion shall be by manual methods only.  This includes hand paddling, kicking (foot fins), and paddles.  Unless the meet is specified as “boat based”, no mechanized, motorized, or other non-manual means of propulsion is allowed.

9.  MEET SCHEDULE

9.1
Competition will last five hours.

9.2
The schedule of events for each meet shall be as follows:



  7:30 A.M.....Registration



  8:00 A.M.....Briefing



  9:00 A.M.....Meet starts (begin diving)



  2:00 P.M.....Meet ends



  2:15 P.M.....Competitors, gear, and catch must be on the beach



  3:30 P.M.....Presentation of awards

9.3
Competition will begin and end with an official signal.  This may be either a fog horn, flag, flare gun, or combination thereof.

9.4
Official time will be established at the briefing and the official timekeeper's watch will be used as the official time.

10.  DIVING AREA

10.1
There shall be no boundaries for the meets.

10.2
Competitors must enter and exit the water from the staging area only.

10.3
Competitors may only leave the diving (meet) area during competition with per-mission from a judge, except in case of emergency.

10.4
No fish may be speared within one (1) mile of a meet staging area for four weeks prior to the meet date.  Halibut may be speared at any time.

10.5
No competitor's catch may leave the staging area until he/she has weighed in his/her catch.

10.6
Buoys will clearly mark the water start and stop line and shall be manned at the end of the meet to identify stragglers.
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11.  SCOUTING

11.1
Competitors may dive in the meet area up to the day of the meet.  Divers may not enter the water in the designated meet area on the day of the meet prior to the start of the meet.

11.2
Competitors may not leave marker buoys in the meet area after the end of the scouting period and prior to the commencement of the meet.

12.  SPECIES AND SIZE OF FISH

12.1
All catches must conform with the California State Fish and Game Regulations.

12.2
Ocean: 



12.2.1  Fish must measure at least fourteen inches in length with mouth 




closed, or meet DF&G minimum size requirements.  The caudal 




fins of fish being measured shall be swept back to enhance their 




lengths.



12.2.2   Not more than twenty fish may be weighed in.



12.2.3   Not more than four fish of any one species may be weighed in.



12.2.4   The following are a few of the many different species in our area:  



ling-cod, cabezon, black rockfish, blue rockfish, china  rockfish, 




rubberlip perch, greenling, etc.



12.2.5  Excluded from competition catches are the following:  rays, 




sharks, eels, mola mola  (sunfish), jewfish, grouper, black-and-




yellow rockfish, wolffish (wolf-eel), and monkeyface eel.



12.2.6
Special species and size requirements apply to the “Species” division.




Minimum size for the “Species” division is 13” or the DFG minimum




size requirement.  Also, all the fish eligible for A, B, C, and Womens’




divisions apply to this new division plus divers can also catch abalone.

12.3
Freshwater:



12.3.1  Not more than seventy fish may be weighed in.



12.3.2  No limit on the number of fish speared.



12.3.3  No size limit.



12.3.4  Some of the allowed species are:  carp, suckers, pike, squawfish, 




hardhead, and eels.



12.3.5  Excluded species are:  all fish excluded by the California 





Department of Fish and Game.

12.4
Deliberate mutilation of fish shall be considered unsportsmanlike conduct.

12.5
Any infraction of Fish and Game Regulations will be cause for disqualification.  Some of the prohibited species are:  mammals, turtles, garabaldi, sturgeon, salmon, steelhead, striped bass, and black sea bass.

12.6
The trading of fish (i.e., the giving away or receiving of fish during a meet) shall result in the disqualification of all individuals involved.

12.7
Fish reaching the measuring table in such condition that their meeting minimum length is questionable shall be disqualified.
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12.8
All fish weighed in must have been alive at the start of the meet, per decision of the judges.

12.9
Divers may retain a maximum of two fish in all divisions except Species division where there is no charity.  All fish not retained by divers must go to an approved charity.  At meets without a charity each competitor must retain all of his/her catch.
13.  SAFETY AND DISQUALIFICATION

13.1 A meet may be postponed by a majority vote, judges getting one vote each and participating clubs (for individual meet) or teams (for team meet) getting one vote each.  The vote shall be made prior to the competition and shall be demanded by two or more judges for safety reasons.  The competition committee will select an alternate date for cancelled meets at the January meeting.

13.2
An individual or an entire team may be disqualified for any infraction of these rules--at the discretion of the judges.

13.3 Any unsafe or unsportsmanlike conduct, as determined by the meet judges, may be grounds for disqualification.

13.4
The catch of any competitor under protest shall be weighed in.

13.5
All competitors must carry a whistle as a safety warning device for use in emer-gency purposes only.

14.  SCORING METHODS AND AWARDS

14.1
For awards purposes, the first meet in which a diver participates shall determine his/her division for the year.

14.2
Each diver must retain possession of his/her own fish from the time caught until the weigh-in.

14.3
The scoring method for A, B, C and Womens’ divisions will be one will be one point per fish and one point per pound.  The sum of a diver's points will be his/her aggregate score.

For Species division, each diver is allowed to weigh in one per species.  Ten points will be awarded per species and one point per pound.

14.4
The aggregate scores will be ranked to determine the individual and team winners of each meet.

14.5
Meet awards will be given for large fish and highest individual aggregate score.  Division awards will be given as follows:




Participating  Divers

Awards




1-4



First place only




5-6



First & second places




Greater than 6

First, second, & third places


In case of a tie, the diver or team with the greater number of fish will be the winner.

14.6
For annual awards purposes, the diver having the highest aggregate score at each meet will be awarded a 100% base score.  The aggregate score of every other diver at that meet will be divided by the highest aggregate to determine each diver's percentage score.
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14.7
Cen-Cal "Diver of the Year", "B Division Diver of the Year", "C Division Diver of the Year", and "Woman Diver of the Year" awards will be presented to the divers having the highest total percentage scores within their divisions from the five annual Cen-Cal sanctioned meets.  The “Species Diver of the Year” will be awarded to the diver with the highest total percentage scores for the five annual sanctioned meets based on the concept that the top species diver of the meet earns 100 points.
14.8
Women will be scored on their own percentage system for “Diver of the Year” calculations.

14.9
The team with the highest total percentage score from both team meets will be the Cen-Cal champions that year in their respective division.  In case of a tie, the team with the greater number of fish will be the winner.  The members of the top team in each division will receive awards.

14.10
Teams shall have the opportunity to represent Cen-Cal at the Nationals in order of their previous year’s standings.  Two or more divers of the original winning team shall constitute the team.

14.11 
Awards shall be given to the top ten individual divers for the year.

14.12
The presentation of annual awards will occur at the annual banquet.

15  MEETS AND LOCATIONS

15.1
Five meets will be held during the months of May through November.  The first meet will be an individual meet.

15.2
Two of the five meets shall be team meets.  The areas of the meets will be at the 
discretion of the Competition Committee.  The two team meets will not be held in 
in the same location and there will be a period of at least 3 weeks between them.

15.3
Hosting responsibilities for the five meets shall be assumed by the Competition Committee.  These responsibilities include the following:  providing all awards, beach responsibilities including weighing of fish, etc., and providing for a well run and safe meet.  These responsibilities may be delegated to host clubs and/or individual competitors by the Competition Committee.

15.4
 Meet dates will be selected by the competition committee at the January meeting.

15.5 
All Cen-Cal sanctioned spearfishing meets will be held on Saturdays, except for the alternate meet and Pacific Coast Championships, which may be held on Sundays.

16.  BIDS FOR MEETS

16.1 
Any Cen-Cal diving club may submit a bid to sponsor a meet.

16.2
Bid deadline date shall be closed at the opening of the February meeting, otherwise 15.4 applies.
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17.  OFFICIAL MEET JUDGES

17.1
There shall be five meet judges at each of the elimination meets.  They are to be appointed by the host organization and introduced during the briefing.  The five judges are as follows:  Safety, Field (or Head), Timekeeper, Weighmaster, and Measuring Judges.

17.2
Duties of the judges:

Field:  preside over and assist other judges to assure a well run meet.

Safety:  provide safety boat if Cen-Cal requires; issue & collect whistles; 




maintain first aid kit & emergency telephone numbers.

Timekeeper:  preside over official timepiece; give calibration hack during 




briefing; provide signals for briefing, meet start, meet stop, and awards 



ceremony.

Measuring:  ensure each contest fish meets minimum length; ensure species limits are

met.

Weighmaster:  weigh each contestant's catch.

18.  PROTEST PROCEDURES

All protests that regard violation of rule/s by a competitor/s during an individual meet or a team elimination meet, and that might lead to disqualification of an individual or team, must be submitted to a member of the Meet Committee prior to the awards presentation for that particular meet.

Protests will not be considered after that time.  In this case, the Meet Committee will consist of the five official judges and the Competition Committee officers (Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer).  The Meet Committee will make every effort to listen to the protest, gather information at that time, and make a ruling prior to the awards presentations.

All other protests pertaining to competitive skindiving must be submitted in writing to the Competition Committee chairperson within fourteen days of the incident.  At the next Competition Committee meeting, the chairperson will appoint a committee to investigate the protest and render a decision.  The decision will be rendered and given to the parties involved in the protest within fourteen days after the investigative committee was formed.  Any protests not covered under the above rules will be handled at the discretion of the Competition Committee officers.  All members of the Meet Committee will wear official badges.
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19.  COMPETITION COMMITTEE VOTING PROCEDURES

Each committee officer will have one vote, with the exception of the Chairperson who will vote only in case of a tie.  Each club is entitled to one vote.  Club representatives must have a letter from their club president indicating their status as official representative to the Competition Committee, or must be officially recognized as such by the Committee.  Standing committees are as follows:  Meet Set-Up; Trophies; Safety; Fund Raising; Records and Eligibility; Publicity; and Seminar.  Each committee chairperson (standing and temporary) will be entitled to one vote.  No person shall ever have more than one vote.

20.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The election of officers of the Competition Committee shall take place at the November meeting each year.  The committee officers shall be Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer.  Committee officer's names and addresses are to appear on all correspondence.

21.  RULES CHANGES

Rule changes will be formulated and discussed at a rule change caucus to be held on the first weekend in February.  The proposed rule changes will be dispatched immediately to all club representatives and will be voted on at the March meeting.
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